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Operation Clean Sweep (OCS) 
 
 
Purpose: 
To prevent plastic pellets, flakes and powders from entering the 
environment. Plastic pellets end up in waterways, seas and oceans. 
Plastic pellets are similar in size and shape to fish eggs and are often 
mistaken for food by marine animals. This document aims to raise 
awareness and create a sense of responsibility. At Van den Bosch, the 
well-being of the environment is extremely important to us. 
 
Procedure 
 
Preventing plastics from entering the environment is a mindset. 
Everyone, you and I, and every segment of the industry, whether resin 
producers, carriers, bulk terminal operators or plastics processors, has a 
role in eliminating the loss of pellets, flakes and powders. Small 
quantities matter: a few pellets, flakes or some powder here, a handful 
there. They all add up when considering the thousands of facilities in the 
industry and how frequently pellets, flakes and powders are loaded and 
unloaded. The involvement of everyone within each company, from 
senior management to shop-floor employees, is essential to eliminating 
plastics from the environment. 
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What can you do as a driver?  

• Prevent spills of plastic pellets and powders. Always follow the 
instructions and inspect your vehicle and all accessories before, 
during and after loading/unloading. 

• Act immediately in the event of a spill: 
o Stop loading/unloading immediately. 
o Report the problem to site management and your planner. 
o Resolve the cause before continuing. 

• Clean up the spilled product quickly and effectively. 
o Clean the manholes, outlet, mudguards, bumper, chassis, 

etc.  
o Clean up all spilled material around the truck using a hand 

brush and dustpan.   
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• Dispose of plastic pellets and powders appropriately. 
o Ask at the loading/unloading location where the spilled 

product may be deposited.  
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• If anything is unclear, always ask for containers or bags that can be 
securely closed to ensure correct disposal. 

• Plastic pellets and powders may also be spilled during cleaning. 
Keep in mind that the lower manhole of the silo tank must not be 
opened before entering the cleaning area. 

• The method shown below is also an alternative, but may only be 
used at a loading/unloading location upon the request or approval 
of that location: 

 

 


